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BREAKING NEWS FROM WASHINGTON 

 

Congress Set to Approve Improved HUD Budget Ð Veto 
Alm ost Certain Ð Call s Needed ASAP for Veto-Proof  Vote 

 

November 13, 2007 

The House will vote as early as tomorrow at 6:30 pm EDT (and the Senate soon thereafter) to 
send a much-improved HUD budget to the President.  Unfortunately, the President has said he 
will veto this budget when it reaches him.  While the vote to approve will be bipartisan, the margin 
of approval does not at present look like it will be enough to over-ride the President’s veto.  If the 
veto stands, then Congress will almost certainly be forced to cut HUD spending by $3.1 billion to 
the President’s requested level to get a budget signed by the end of the calendar year.  This 
would result in $1 billion cut to CDBG and hundreds of millions of further cuts to Public Housing, 
Section 8 Vouchers, Section 202 for the Elderly, Section 811 for the Disabled and federal Section 
8 contract renewals.  Attached is a list of Representatives who voted against this bill should you 
wish to contact them and tell them how important it is to vote in support regardless of their party.  
 
A Few Reasons Why Your Representative Should Vote for the Appropriations Bill  
 
Responding to advocates from California and other states, Congress made several favorable 
adjustments to our priority line items in the appropriations bill.  If passed and made into law, it will: 
 

¥ Increase the Housing Choice Voucher renewal funding to $16.4 billion, which is 
$516 million above 2007 spending and $436 million above the President's request.  More 
importantly, the bill adopts the Senate approach to renewal funding, making it more likely 
that housing authorities will receive the funding they need to maintain their voucher 
programs. The President’s request would force between 40,000 and 80,000 families and 
individuals to lose their housing vouchers. 

¥ Add approximately 15,500 new vouchers for homeless veterans, the disabled and 
for family re-unification.  Providing housing to these vulnerable segments of our 
population has been shown to save our government money over the long term.   

¥ Increase Public Housing Operating Funds to $4.2 billion, which is $336 million above 
2007 spending levels and $200 million above the President's request. 

¥ Increase Community Development Block Grants to $3.79 billion, $100 million above 
FY2007, rejecting the President’s plan to cut the program by $822 million. This level is 
still $400 million below 2001. 

¥ Maintain Funding for Housing for the Elderly and Disabled at $735 million and $237 
million respectively, rejecting the President’s proposed 28% cut. Ten eligible seniors are 
on the waiting list for every one unit of housing available, yet each year the President 
proposes deep cuts to this program. 

¥ Increase funding for federal Section 8 contract renewals to $6.4 billion, $405 million 
above 2007 spending levels and $568 million above the President's request.  [See the 
attached letter that California Congressional leaders sent to the Appropriations Chairs at 
the request of CHPC. 

¥ HOPE VI: $120 million, $21 million above 2007, rejecting the President’s proposal to 
eliminate the program and rescind last year’s funds, for competitive grants to public 
housing authorities to revitalize neighborhoods by replacing outdated public housing in 
disrepair with new mixed-income housing. This is still far short of the $778 million 
provided in 2004 not to mention the billions needed for public housing renewal. 

 
PLEASE CALL YOUR REPRESENTATIVE IN WASHINGTON, D.C. ASAP (see attached list) 
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